REPRESSION	507
redeemed. The consequence was that the Government had to
meet its expenditure (still enormously high, owing to the interest
on war-loans) by increasing indirect taxation, especially ** duties "
on imported goods. This policy raised the cost of living for all
classes^of the community; but, of course, it was the poorest
who felt them most.
§ 269. the radicals.—Some people blamed the Govern-
ment for the distress, and felt that it would be compelled to find
a remedy if only the working-class had more influence on
Parliament. So long as the bulk of the nation had no votes,
Parliament would take little notice of their needs and rights.
These " Radical" agitators therefore demanded a reform that
would make Parliament really represent the nation as a whole, and
not merely the upper classes. The most famous of them were
" Orator" Hunt, who went about making inflammatory speeches
to great mass-meetings, and William Cobbett, who attacked the
Government week after week in his Political Register.
The governing classes were extremely alarmed by all this,
being still haunted by the fear of " Jacobinism." They felt
that any concession to such demands would lead to the complete
overturn of the established order of things. They strove to
silence the Radicals—Hunt was imprisoned and Cobbett driven
into exile for a time ; but this was like trying to cure a disease
by suppressing the symptoms. This repression culminated in
the famous Peterloo Massacre. " Orator " Hunt was announced
to address a great meeting in favour of parliamentary reform
in St. Peter's Fields, Manchester. Thousands flocked in from
the districts round, but they were quite unarmed, and there
were many women among them. Perturbed at the sight of
such a great multitude, the magistrates sent a detachment of
yeomanry to arrest Hunt. The horsemen found it difficult to
force their way through the crowd, and there was some jostling
and confusion. Thereupon the magistrates ordered a detach-
ment of regular cavalry to charge the mob. The soldiers slashed
their way through the terrified mob, killing several and wound-

